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WERE Shakespeare's Shylock. Scott's
Isaac and all the money lenders and
sharks of history monlded into one1

Insatiable, merciless, Implacable, gold-lovingmiser, the composite production would
not be more unfeeling or heartless than
Adolph Teitelbaum. of Greater New York,
who conducts an Instalment bureau under
the name of the Metropolitan Household
Supply Company at No. 87 Clinton street,
on the East Side.

I?nr f Vi o 1 n af" tron ro Vt a vrH -wr « cl n <v1 o

day has passed that Ludlow Street Jail
has not had a prisoner sent there by
Adolph Tietelbaum. that a few paltry dol-
lars might be dragged from him to meet
the demand set forth In the "Articles
of Agreement" which the persecuted one

had signed, in blind ignorance, either with
a mere cross or an almost illegible hand.
And Teltelbaum, fawning on this or that

ignorant housewife, or mumbling strong
arguments to buy his shoddy wares or
worthless hnnhles. wins the dull lnhnrer

over to make some purchases on the "Instalmentplan" after which the payments
begin. But the buyer, failing: once to
meet the demand of the tireless collector,
who Is urged on hy his employer, suddenly
finds himself In the clutches of the law
Invoked by Teitelbaum.and Ludlow Street
Jail closes on him until the judgment Is
satisfied with costs, and consequent n^lseries.
There is more than one Teitelbaum preyingupon the dulness of the unfortunate

East Slder, but Adolph Is master of them
all In point of greed and persistency of
method. By night and by day he pursues
those who have so rashly placed themselvesin business association with him,
and in less than a year there stands to his
credit on the records of' East Side court
rooms, seven hundred and twenty-one convictions.for whose arrest as many body
executions have been issued, placed in the
hands of the court marshals and served
upon the defendants that the claim of
Teitelbaum may be collected at the portals
of Ludlow Street Jail, as it were.
His plan of procedure Is strictly within

the letter of a bad law, that threatens at
the next session of the Legislature to be
vigorously amended, but In the mean time
the tyrant Who holds his signed "agreement",over the heads of several thousand
buyers of his cheap goods, dear ere they
are paid for, conducts the heartless game
of take and never give, with the law on
his side.
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1 "I have seen too many of those

°

unfortunate patrons of the heart- °

| less Teitelbaum pass by these <

t doori for a paltry debt. They are 0

i coming here constantly, and not
1 one In a hundred knows what the
! charge is. They are overcome by

the sudenness of the indignity °

thrust upon them and cannot un- <

derstand why they are under
!lock and key. Sometimes my

blood boils in sympathy, but the ]
law is the law, and I am the t
keeper. t
If a bill is framed to prevent ^

° this merciless persecution I -will T
,, go before the Legislature and lift f
0 my voice in its support. The pre- i

sent system is outrageous and |T smites only the paUpeus and desTtitute, wiio unccr.sciously coine
1 within its lines. °

1 PATRICK H. PICKETT, <

^ 'Warden Ludlow Street Jail. 0

Follow him through one of the tene
mnnta nn/1 *Vi oWtf.il

"See this eighteen carat gold ring," he
purrs, holding it up after brushing It to
brilliancy on his coat sleeve. "It is worth
at wholesale $8.50, but I will sell It at
five. Yes, Ave. Five, because I get them j
from a friend who has failed." i
"But I cannot pay five. It is too much

In one lump. I am a poor woman. I want t
the ring, but the five Is much money," re- 1

plies the woman, looking regretfully at the 1
ring. i
"Ah," exclaims the knowing Teitelbaum,

feeling that he has awakened the woman's 1
desire, "I will make it so cheap to you <
then that you will not miss the money '

You can pay me at the rate of 25 cents a i
week, beginning now with the first instalment.I will draw up an agreement t
It is a bargain. You will like It better c
that way." i
With the deftness of a writing master he i

fills in one of his blanks and, placing the t
pencil in his customer's hand, tells her to I
sign. She asks what it is. but he has nb t
time to translate the, document In- all its t
Ironclad and binding qualities. The poor £
woman is a foreigner, and- cannot read t
English, but she can get the ring by pay- n

ing 25 cents a week, and it will some day t
bo all hers, and the money is not so much t
after all. So she signs. <
I?rom the moment that she scrawls her t

name or makes her mark she Is so hope- I
lessly and irredeemably in the hands of i
Adolpli Teitelbaum that there is no telling 1
when she will be awakened from her sleep 1
or taken from her labors by threats of im- 1
prisonment with 'the ever-accumulating
costs. t
If she pays up promptly every time the

collector calls she is said to be safe, but t
let her fail once to meet the terms of the 1

agreement and Ludlow Street yawns for her. '
Some of Teitelbaum's patrons say that the '

collector, after having secured most of the
money, falls to put In an appearance, and
that shortly afterward they are served
with a complaint charging them with conversion,that is ,to say, with the crime of>
rrmvort 5 n rr T-vvrvrw v-i.f-vr +.rv -i-iw.i-w ...(JPBJ , IV UL1CTIJL u W U U»e U0*
fore it is fully paid for, us the agreement,
which is never less than Greek to the holder,says that in the event of the party of t&e
first part failing to make regular payments
and otherwise live up to the cleverly
worded document the goods reyert to i
the original owner and' the money al- jready paid Is forfeited. Even if the sum
of four dollars 13 paid on a five-dollar (
transaction, and the purchaser fails to jmake the next payment, Mr. .Teitelbaum T
can then give notice and remove the articlewithout further parley.
But, strangely enough, this removal alwaysfails, under peculiarly astounding

conditions. For some reason or other Mr.
Teitelbaum goefe to court and avers that
the defendant refused to give up the goods,
aud the judge, is then obliged, according
to law, to issue what is known as an
"execution against the person," and a
(Joutt marshal proceeds at once to serve
the same, the result being that the poor
foreigner has to pay the judgment, through
default; the costs, the capture fee, the
percentage, the committing fee, and the
jail fee, if li£ is unable to settle, and is
finally taken there.
What does Teitelbaum say for himself

and Lis heartlessness? "They buy wy,btheir eyes open. I sell. They sign the
agreement and I am in trade for pothlng
but money, business is business, and I
cannot live en promise#. Times are ah
ways bad for me. I sell so cheaply/i

'
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"Why jail your debtors? If they cannot
jay you, they cannot pay tfce fees?" you
isk of him.
"If they do not" pay the jail Is the place,"

inswers Teltelbaum, contracting his eyes,
'where they will understand me. I do not
ove my debtors. It Is business. A debt
js a debt. I sell, they buy, I collect. Ajcli."
Only a day or two ago Judge Roesch, of

the Fourth Judicial District Court, dedaredhimself in unihlstakablo terms, and
Ceftblbaum slunk away in wonderment at
he reaction that began to assert itself.
When court was called he appeared in,
he hallway with his complaints- and two
:ollectors who had in a great measure be-
run to display some of the fawning dual
ties pf their employer. Their duty was to
estlfy tiiat the defendants had refdsed to
>ay and also refused to deliver the goods
hat had been but partly puld for. Telteliaum,leering confidingly at his brother
Shylocks, some of whom had'similar cases ,

o attend to, passed up the aisle when his
due cases -ttere called, and, bowing low to

'

he court, made answer to the effect that
te had sold the goods, that he had tried to
olleet the money, that thd patrons had
>een served with a suminofis to appear,
tut had defaulted, and therefore it was his
>rayer thatf a body execution .be issued and
V»/x noi'CAn c? Ka +nTrhti in 1a uuetodw

hey had met his demands and paid his
tills.
Judge Roesch heard the testimony and
hen 'said:
"This has gone far enough. Your evilenceis faulty.your statements absu.rd. You

confess that you did not see the accused
sign their names, yet you claim on your
>ath that they executed the signatures. I
mve tolerated such gross misconduct as
long as I consistently can, under the circumstances.It Is sadly in nqed of substantiation,and I cannot admit it when your
statements are so greatly at variance with
»dch other. It is an outrage, and you know
it as well as I do. There should be a legislativeenactment prohibiting imprisonment
for debt for legs that the sum of $G0. I
itojjcci cue iuh turn win ioiiow it, Dut youmust come into this* court with better -evidenceand better witnesses. Have a carein the future, for I shall not tolera.te yourpresent methods. All your cases are dismissed.That is all."
Adolph Teitolbaum. squinted his eyes,shook unsteadily a moment,' clutched his

:omplaints to his breast, and walked out
i stunned man, without one drop of blood,without his pound of flesh.
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